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Happy 2009 to all Band Families –  
 
Here we are already a month into 2009 and the Band Students, Directors and 
Band Boosters are all in full swing with the second half of this school year and 
plans underway for the 2009/2010 school year and Marching Band season.   
 
This issue of the “Fanfare” contains some great information about all of the Jazz 
Concerts and competitions held in January, the upcoming concerts in February 
and the many annual fundraisers we have, including the plant sale fundraiser that 
will make your yard beautiful and butter braids that will melt in your mouth.  
Friends of Fine Arts is also having their cookie dough sale so be sure you don’t 
miss any of it.   
 
I just want to convey that the Band Booster organization has been able to 
provide a great deal of support to the band program over the years not only 
because of the dedication of the parents who are on either the Executive or 
General Boards, but also for the many volunteers who assist in one way or 
another with the many activities that we support throughout the year and I thank 
you for your time, energy and support.    
 
In order to continue the level of excellence of the band program, many people 
are needed for jobs both large and small for there are no unimportant jobs!  We 
have been in the process of looking for more parent volunteers to become part of 
this Booster family, so if you get a phone call from one of our members, please 
consider saying “yes”.   The four years of high school pass very quickly, and if 
your student is involved in any of our bands, you know how hard they work and 
how important the band is to them.  Come join us and help continue our legacy 
of service in support of the band program.  You’ll find the experience rewarding 
in many ways!    
 
The Boosters meetings are open to everyone.  Please come see what we’re all 
about on Monday, February 2, 2009 at 7:00 in the Orchestra Room, or check out 
our new and improved website at www.mustangbandboosters.com.  
 
Warm Regards, 
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We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.mustangbandboosters.com/ 

Editor Kathleen Gabric 
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I wish a Happy New Year to all present and future members of our 
Mustang Band program.  It has truly been an exciting fall semester 
with guest conductors, performers and composers gracing us with their 
talents.  All of our concert groups, jazz groups and our marching 
mustangs have truly finished 2008 with excellence in hand.  As we 
look forward to the rest of the year, we are excited about the jazz 
opportunities in front of us, as well as continued clinic and guest 
conductor opportunities for all four concert bands.  Amidst the 
ongoing learning and performing, we also look forward to greeting 
students and parents of the upcoming class of 2013 at our annual 
freshmen open house.  With the New Year upon us, so comes the call 
to auditions for our incoming 8th graders, and all those interested in 
pursuing membership in Wind Ensemble and Wind Symphony next 
year.  It is truly an honor to be a part of such a vigorous program, and 
to serve talented students and dedicated and supportive families.  
Music education is truly alive and flourishing here in District 99.  Best  

 

 
                   Mr. Roselieb 

wishes to all for a successful and fruitful second semester, and enjoy the music that is to be made 
together.  These are the memories and experiences that will last a lifetime for us all. 
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2009 Marching Mustang Call to Membership 
 
Please mark your calendars for the official start to our 2009 Marching Mustang campaign for Tuesday, 
February 3.  At 7:00 pm, we will all gather together in the South Auditorium to discuss our upcoming 
season, dates, music, performances, and to introduce our 2009 student leadership team.  We plan to 
unveil several exciting components to our season, and share the dreams and aspirations we have of 
making the 2009 Marching Mustangs, bigger, better, and more memorable than ever.  Current students, 
bring your friends who may consider joining us.  Last year we added 11 new upper class students to our 
ranks in addition to 35 new freshmen.  This year as we say goodbye to 20 seniors, we have the potential 
to make next year’s band the biggest and best yet.  Those of you, who know students in our incoming 8th 
grade class, invite them too.  See you at the meeting! 

 
  
 Concert Season 2 nd Semester 
 
What a great 2nd semester we have planned for the concert bands.  To begin, the Wind Ensemble and 
Concert Band will be guest conducted on Feb 12 by Ronald Polancich, retired band director from York 
High School.  Symphonic Band and Wind Symphony will also receive clinic time with Mr. Polancich 
during their daily rehearsals.  The Symphonic Band will be traveling to Vandercook College of Music 
for a day long festival in March.  The Wind Symphony will be traveling to Metamora High School in 
February for a festival, and Northwestern University in March for the North Shore Concert Band 
Festival.   And our Wind Ensemble will compete in the Midwest Music Festival in February, the State 
of Illinois Concert Band Festival at ISU in April, and will submit a recording for entrance into the 
prestigious Superstate Band Festival in May at the University of Illinois.  If accepted, the group will 
travel to U of I in May for only the 3rd time in DGS band history. 

 
 
Trip Plans to be Re-Drawn for 2009-2010 School Year  
 
Plans for group travel in the 2008-09 school year have just not been in the cards.  We had plans to travel 
to Washington D.C. in June, but that trip was not approved by the school board to include incoming 8th 
grade students.  With the cancellation of the Hawaii trip this March, and plans diverted for June, we must 
go back to the drawing board for a band trip during the school year 2009-10.  According to the trip 
survey, the most favored time is spring break, and the destinations people wanted to go to the most were 
the West Coast, New Orleans, and Florida.  Stay tuned.  We’ll try to make plans and make an 
announcement this spring. 

                                                                                                              
Craig Roselieb 
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Mr. Hornish 
 

View from the Terrace: musings on the Chicago Symph ony 
Orchestra  
Ron Hornish 
 
The rich and magnificent sound coming from Orchestra hall over the 
past several weeks continues to be exciting and inspirational.  The 
new Music-Director designate, Ricardo Muti, does not assume the 
helm until the 2010-2011 season so there has been a steady stream of 
guest conductors, most of whom have brought some dynamic 
interpretations to this great music. 
 
In November, we were treated to the sounds of Gustav Mahler’s 
second symphony, a 90-minute work for orchestra, soloists and 
chorus.  Of the nine symphonies this Austrian composer wrote, this 
symphony is one of the most popular and significant works.  He 
modeled this symphony on Beethoven’s famous Symphony #9   

which has the “Ode to Joy” theme contained within.  The Chicago Symphony Chorus was absolutely 
stellar in their diction and intonation.  German is a very difficult language to not only pronounce but sing 
as well and their entrances and releases were flawless.  Late all late Romantic-era German composers, 
the music is a veritable tour de force for the brass and the listener was not disappointed.  Of particular 
note is the horn section which had a near flawless performance along with the chorus.  Dutch conductor 
and principal visiting music director, Bernard Haitink, conducted this entire work from memory. 
Grammaphone magazine recently recognized the CSO as the nation’s “finest orchestra” and nowhere 
was that more apparent in the first December concerts where the orchestra played a symphony of Mozart 
and a tone poem of the Romantic composer Richard Strauss.  Both composers spent much of their lives 
in Vienna but the 100+ years difference in their ages is most apparent in their music.  The Mozart 
symphony was elegant and stately with some fine playing from the woodwind section.  Of particular note 
was principal flute player, Jennifer Gunn whose soaring tone inspired the other winds to project a most 
glorious sound while masterfully capturing the style of Mozart.  Strauss’ Ein Heldenleben (A Hero’s 
Life) is the composers’ biographical portrayal of himself.  The musical is full of humor.  Sections of the 
piece reflect the music critics who dislike his music which is displayed through much dissonance in the 
horns, Strauss’ favorite instrument.  The more melodic, beautiful lines are dedicated to his wife and child 
with other sections of the work reflecting the personalities of his closest friends.  Once again, the brass 
proved to be a magnificent section playing virtually a near mistake-free performance. 
 
Later in December, we were treated to Berlioz’ Symphonie Fantastique which was also enjoyed by 
numerous DGS students and alumni including Ellen Sojka, Steve Strantz, Brenda Miller as well as 
alumni Ben Sorce and Lauren Barounis.  It was fun to see the students hear first-hand the music for our 
2006 marching show.  They were able to hear the original orchestral as the composer had conceived it.  
For example, there is one section of our show where there is a musical dialogue between solo trumpet 
and solo trombone.  In this the original setting, this musical conversation was between oboe and English 
horn..  There was an enormous array of percussion instruments utilized that evening including 2 sets of 
timpani utilizing no less than three players.  The brass forces were also strengthened to 9 horns (usually 
5), 5 trumpets (usually 3 or 4) with an extra trombone and extra tuba.  Speaking of tubas, it was exciting 
to sit directly above tubist Gene Pokorny to hear his amazing playing on “March to the Scaffold” where 
he had numerous measures of consecutive octaves which is a difficult feat for the trombone (or any other  
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instrument for that fact).  At the end of the concert, our DGS band members’ “posse” found me heading 
to the exit where I was able to be delighted in their excitement of the music they had just heard.  As a 
music educator, there is no finer moment than seeing students touched by great music.  I can proudly say 
that I was probably the only band director in Illinois that had an excited and proud contingent of students 
attending this musical fest for the ears. 
 
Upcoming concerts of note include: 
 
Saturday January 24 at 11:00 AM and 12:45 PM: A Night on Bald Mountain  
(Mussorgsky), Excerpts from “The Firebird” (another DGS marching show) and the venerable “1812 
Overture” 
 
In February the Orchestra is on tour so there are very few concerts. 
 
March 6 and 7: Stravinsky’s Pulcinella 
 
Details about all of the orchestras’ events plus biographies of the CSO members can be found at 
www.cso.org 
 
 
The Alumni Corner 
With the holidays just past us, it was great visiting with so many alumni and keeping abreast of their 
musical activities in college.  Mark Medek and Ben Sorce are both busy majoring in music at the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison.  They are both performing with the UW-Madison Wind Ensemble, 
the top band in the School of Music.  Jeff Johnson (class of 2005, saxophone) is completing his studies 
in music education at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.  He will be student teaching in the 
fall of 2009.  Jackie Fischer (class of 2004, clarinet), is a middle school band director in the LaSalle-
Peru area.  Lauren Barounis (class of 2008, flute) continues her flute studies at McGill University in 
Montreal where she is performing in the Wind Ensemble, the top wind group at McGill.  Jim Klonowski 
and Justin Kono (trumpet and percussion), continue their studies as music majors at DePaul University.  
Jim is double-majoring in jazz studies and music education while Justin is majoring in percussion 
performance.  Justin recently performed as a substitute percussionist in the pit orchestras for both Wicked 
and Jersey Boys in Chicago.  Kevin Larson (bassoon, 2008) is performing in the Wind Symphony at 
Illinois State.  This is the top band at ISU and is directed by Dr. Steve Steele.  John Sheppard 
(trombone, class of 2006) is busy at Northwestern majoring in bio-medical research and performing in 
both the orchestra and jazz ensemble.  Julie Sharp (trumpet, class of 2007) recently traveled with the 
Northwestern University Wildcat Marching Band to San Antonio, Texas, to perform in the Alamo Bowl.  
Tim Strenning and Dan Mueller (percussion and euphonium) continue their studies as music majors at 
Northern Illinois University.  Dave Kopka (percussion, 2007) is performing in the percussion ensemble 
at VanderCook College of Music in Chicago which is part of the Illinois Institute of Technology where 
he is major in engineering.  Justin Barnish (trumpet, 2002) is a band director in the 
Bloomington/Normal area. 
 
Alumni are encouraged to let us know about their post-DGS musical activities.  Please submit your 
information at rhornish@csd99.org 
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MEET OUR PRIVATE TEACHERS 
Each month I will be interviewing one of our private teachers so you have a chance to know them better. 
To make this a more real experience, for you our reader, I have written this as a narrative in first person.  
I hope you enjoy this series of articles.  RH 

 
 

The Butter Braids are coming!  The Butter Braids are coming! 
 

 

Butter Braid tasting will be at the February 
concerts! Watch for it in your e-mail or on the 
website:  www.MustangBandBoosters.com.    
 
Details and order forms coming soon. 
 

Steve Duncan 
 
Hometown(s): 
 
Education: 
 
 
Memorable High 
School Band 
Experience: 
 
Professional 
Performance 
Experience: 
 
What is on your 
IPOD? 
 
 
If you weren’t a  
musician… 
 
 
 
Other fun stuff 
 

We are pleased to introduce our new trombone Teacher. 
 
Naples Florida 
 
BA, Davidson College (North Carolina) double major in music & biology 
MM, Northwestern, trombone performance and music theory 
 
Marching in the Cherry Blossom Festival parade in Washington, DC.  I also 
remember the time a sousaphone fell off the top bleacher at a football game. 
 
 
I perform with the Kenilworth Brass Quintet and in Bob Perna’s jazz band 
“PersistAnce” which is an 8-member  jazz group that features written arrangements 
more common to the big band era. 
 
Right now, I have been listening to Charlie Parker, a lot of Brazilian bands as well as 
some Chicago Hip-Hop bands.  In addition, I like the music of Bach and Prokofiev. 
 
Since I double majored in biology, I have a strong interest in anatomy and physiology 
and was very much into dissecting.  I even had the opportunity to dissect a cadaver 
once.  This being said, I might have ended up being a forensic pathologist. 
 
In addition to DGS, I also teach at Lake Zurich High School. 
 
In my spare time, I volunteer teaching low-income students in the Uptown 
neighborhood of Chicago as well as arranging for a few bands. 
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Jazz Bands  
by Glenn Williams 
 
DGS Jazz Musicians are busy preparing for a flurry of jazz events that 
are certain to warm the spirit of all who attend. 
 
On January 16-17 the Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Lab Band attended the 
Purdue University Jazz Festival in West Lafayette, Indiana. The 
groups competed against jazz ensembles from more than 70 high 
schools around the Midwest, and, they received expert adjudicator 
feedback on how to improve as an ensemble. 
 
On Tuesday, January 20, the student musicians were treated to a 
performance and a rehearsal clinic from the Columbia College 
Faculty Combo. This renowned Columbia Ensemble performed for 
students in both jazz bands, then, faculty members listened to each 
ensemble and offered suggestions for improvement. 
 

 
 

 

On Thursday, January 22, the musicians participated in the DGS Jazz Cafe. This annual event features 
student musicians from DGS sender schools Eisenhower, Jefferson, Lakeview and O'Neill. The event 
begins at 6:30 PM in the DGS cafetorium and admission is free. In addition to some of the hottest jazz 
music in the Western Suburbs, charitable donations were accepted for the group Potters for Peace, an 
organization that teaches undersourced cultures how to make water purification devices. For more 
information go to http://www.pottersforpeace.org/ 
 
Finally, our DGS jazz musicians will perform alongside the renowned Northern Illinois University Jazz 
Band, directed by Ron Carter, featuring internationally acclaimed jazz trumpeter Lew Soloff - 
http://www.lewsoloff.com/. The District 99/NIU Jazz Festival is Friday, February 6, 2009 at 7:00 PM in 
the Clarence Johnson Auditorium at Downers Grove North HS. Adult tickets are $8, student tickets are 
$6, and they are available at the door. In addition to performing with the NIU band, our student jazz 
musicians will work side by side with NIU musicians, Ron Carter, and Lew Soloff. 
 
Be certain to catch all of these events to provide a warm sonic blast for the deep Midwestern winter!  

�
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Music Bowl Tunes Up for 2009 

�
What is the Music Bowl?   
Here’s a brief description to let you know…… 
�

�
The Music Bowl is the marching band competition DGS hosts each fall.  This year, it will be held on 
Saturday, October 17, 2009.  This will be the 8th Annual Music Bowl.  The event began in 2002 by some 
very committed Band Booster parents to supplement Band Program funds and support our students in 
their high school music education.  Over the years, funds raised have supported both marching and 
concert band activities.  Specifically, funds have been used to purchase much needed instruments for our 
Marching Band pit, percussion, and sousaphone sections, and French horns for the concert bands, 
supplement additional staff costs and provide scholarships for music-related camps and activities.  
Although we have a couple costs outstanding from the 2008 Music Bowl, we estimate that the event 
generated at least $28,000 in profits that will be used for similar expenses. 
 
For those new to the program in 2009, we like to think of the Music Bowl as 20 half-time shows with 
NO FOOTBALL!   Marching band members and parents find this exciting because spectators actually 
pay attention to the bands and don’t get up to buy hot dogs like many do during football games.  At the 
Music Bowl, you can hear a pin drop during each band’s show.  No one moves in the stands during 
performances out of respect for each band’s hard work and efforts.  It is truly wondrous to see and 
experience. 
 
This event is led by dedicated parents who chair the areas of unit movement, stadium, parking, publicity, 
tickets, program ads, hospitality, volunteers, sponsors and concessions.  However, this group is just the 
tip of the iceberg.  Each year we recruit well over 200 volunteers--students, parents, friends, and 
alumni—who devote their time and energy on the day of the event.  Participating bands routinely 
comment on our organization and our very friendly volunteers.  Last year, band directors and judges 
alike commented that the Music Bowl is one of the best run marching band competitions in the area.  
This only happens with the committed efforts of everyone involved; many hands make light work. 
 
Our 2009 Music Bowl Committee is just beginning to plan for the big day.  We invite any newcomers to 
our band family to come out to a meeting to hear our plans and get involved.  Committee meetings will 
be listed in Fanfare.  Contact Lynn Filla-Clark, Music Bowl Chair, at Bowl-
Coordinator@MustangBandBoosters.com  or (630) 964-6377.  Our first meeting will be in March.  
Although we have most committee chair positions filled, we still have several positions open.  We need 
additional Co-Chairs for Parking and Stadium, and need someone to shadow our Publicity Chair to take 
over for 2010.  In addition, we need someone to Co-Chair the Music Bowl Committee with Lynn and 
take over as Music Bowl Chair in 2010.  If you are interested in any of these positions, or would just like 
to learn more about them, please give Lynn a call or send her an e-mail. 
 
Lynn Filla-Clark, 2009 Music Bowl Chair 
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COOKIE DOUGH/POPCORN SALE 
Sponsored by the Friends of Fine Arts 

  
Sale dates – Friday March 3 – Tuesday March 24 

Pick-up Monday, April 20 
  

Cost of each item - $11 
Payment due at time of order 

Checks to be made out to DGS Fine Arts 
  

The purpose of this fundraiser is to provide scholarship money for any 
eligible DGS fine arts student 

  
Check out the FOFA website: www.dgsfofa.org for more information and 

to download an order form. 
  

Forms will be available in the Fine Arts department during the time of the 
sale. 

 
 

 

Saturday, February 21   
Pick Up: 9:30 – 10:30 am  
DGS Cafetorium 
 

 
February 21 and April 18 are the last two Market Days for this school year to benefit the Marching 
Mustangs.  You may indicate profits to be deposited into a specific student account or they may be split 
with the Multiple Needs program. 
 
Visit www.marketday.com to see the great selection of Market Day foods.  Online ordering has been 
extended to 11pm CST instead of 12 pm on the Wednesday preceding the pick-up date.  Order forms are 
also available in the band room.  Ask your student to bring one home. 
 
Thank you for your support!  Your orders make a difference. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to help us unload and sort the Market Day items.  Contact Genelle 
Williams if you can help. 
 
Laura Feste or Genelle Williams, Gen-MarketDay@MustangBandBoosters.com  
Market Day Co-Chairs 
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Spring is coming, and so is our Annual Plant Sale 

 
 

 

Planning for this year’s Annual Plant Sale has officially 
begun!  Order Forms, Sales Information, and full Plant 
Descriptions with pictures are now available under the 
Fundraisers link on the Band Boosters website at 
www.mustangbandboosters.com. 
 
This is an important fundraiser for the Band Boosters 
and a great way to build the balance in your Student 
Account.  For Band students, 50% of the profit is 
credited directly to the seller’s Student Account and the 
other 50% goes to the Boosters’ General Fund.  The 
fundraiser is also open to our Choir and Orchestra 
students, with profits shared with their respective 
Student and Booster Accounts as they were last year.  

This year orders are due by Friday March 27th 
-- the weekend BEFORE Spring Break!  Plants 
will be available for pick-up at DGS on 
Saturday May 2nd, a week before Mother’s 
Day.  Take advantage of any warm weather 
before then by selling to your relatives, friends, 
neighbors, teachers, co-workers, etc.  
Remember to mention that we will hold all 
checks until March 27th, so it’s OK to get your 
order in early.  It also helps to offer to deliver 
the plants to the people who buy them from 
you.  Look for your favorite annual flower 
flats, geraniums, wave petunias and more!  Be 
sure to check out the new colors offered this 
year, some new plants offered for the first 
time, and our very popular Hanging Baskets 
and Patio Pot arrangements.   

 

 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call us at the numbers listed below 
or email us at Gen-Plants09@MustangBandBoosters.com 
Mike Klimczak (630) 968-5287 
Linda Maremont (630) 967-8606 
Plant Sale Co-chairs 
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Mark your calendars! 

 
Downers Grove South Mustang Band Awards Banquet 

Spring 2009 
Thursday, April 23 rd 

 
The Downers Grove South Mustang Band Awards Banquet will take place Thursday, April 23rd 2009 in 
the DGS cafeteria.  The awards ceremony will be held after dinner in the main Auditorium. 
 
More details to follow in the next newsletter and through email. 

 

      
On Saturday, January 10, 2009 when it was a snowy, blustery day outside, inside Carrabba’s Italian 
Grill  was a warm and inviting place to have some good food and enjoy some great company.   There are 
several restaurant fundraisers throughout the year that support both the Marching Band and General Band 
and this was the first time the Band Boosters held a fundraiser at Carrabba’s, and it will not be the last for 
it was truly a great afternoon.   Stay tuned - because another Carrabba’s Italian Grill day is on the 
horizon.      
�
�
�

 

 
 
 
Check out the new look! 
 
www.mustangbandboosters.com 

 



 

 

����� �� ���� �� �
 

�����
� �
 

                  
 
 

 
   
 
 
 


