Hello to all —

June and early July were busy months for Marching Band and their
families as they prepared for the Woodridge’s Memorial Day Parade
Anniversary celebration and for both the Darien and Downers Grove 4th
of July Parades. The 4™ of July parades went off without a hitch - albeit
a little wet. We had the pleasure of having several Youth in Music
Directors work with the band and color guard in June and what the band
members learned was apparent when they performed the show for the
parents at their last June rehearsal.

Thank you to everyone who joined us at the Parent Social and the
mandatory meeting. It was great to see everyone. If you didn’t have the
chance at the Social to visit the Music Bowl volunteer table, please
contact either Lynn Strantz or Kristin Meek who will be happy to guide
you through the many volunteer opportunities for the 2009 Music Bowl
that would fit your schedule. Being a volunteer and a part of the Booster
Organization is a great way to meet other parents and learn all about
what your student is doing in whatever band program they participate in
at DGS. Please consider assisting us in serving lunches and/or dinners
for Band Camp which will be held from August 16th through August 21st
at Lakeview Junior High or with the many opportunities for Music Bowl
being held on October 17" this year or anything else throughout the year
that catches your attention. Also | ask that you consider being a shadow
this year. Believe me, there is something for everyone. If you have any
guestions regarding something in particular or you just have a general
guestion, please feel free to send me an e-mail. Also, there will be
opportunity during the August rehearsals to meet Booster members in
person — so watch your e-mail for further details.

July is the “off month” for Marching Band, however, | know that sectional
rehearsals are being held and the entire group will be resuming
rehearsals on August 4". School starts on August 26" which means that
the other bands will be gearing up as well. Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Lab
Band auditions will also take place in September.

As always, | welcome any questions. Enjoy!

Warm Regards,



Congratulations to our 2009 Marching Mustangs who are off to
a terrific start this summer. After an inspirational performance
in the Woodridge Memorial Day Parade and Service, and a
wonderful combined effort with DGN in the July 4™ parades in
Downers Grove and Darien, the Marching Mustangs have been
busy rehearsing at school during June. The highlight was a
three day mini-camp that featured clinicians from Youth In
Music. Their ideas and rehearsal techniques have truly
transformed our rehearsal and learning process. Kudos to our
section leaders who attended a leadership session with them as
well. See below for information regarding the band camp week.
August rehearsals begin on Tuesday, August 4 from 6-10pm.

Band Camp

Mr. Roselieb

This year’'s band camp will take place from Sunday, August 16, through Friday August 21.
Each day (except Sunday and Friday — see the special schedule) will run from 8 am through 9
pm at Lakeview Junior High School on Plainfield Rd. in Downers Grove. Students will be asked
to provide their own transportation to and from the camp at Lakeview. They will also need to
plan to bring plenty of sunscreen, bug spray, water bottles (coolers will available for refills) and
your own sack lunch each day. Dinner will be provided by the Band Boosters as a part of your
marching band fee. A brief outline of the schedule is printed below. A more specific schedule
will be developed in August by the staff and section leaders and will be passed out during the
week of August 10-13 at school. The camp will conclude with our annual band camp picnic at
5:30 pm at Lakeview and is free to all band members and their entire families. The evening will

conclude with a performance of our show.

from 5:30pm — 8 pm

Thursday evening — our annual senior wills night
(we will be done by 10:15 pm)

Friday — August 21: 8am — 5pm with the picnic runni  ng

Sunday — August 16: 1pm - 9pm
Monday through Thursday — August 17 — 20:
8am — 9pm

> 7




Brian Balmages to Visit DGS

All band students will be able to meet and receive clinic and
music learning time with composer Brian Balmages this coming
fall. He is the composer of our marching band show music, and
we will be preparing 4 new pieces of music in our 4 band classes
at the start of school in time for Mr. Balmages to work with us on
September 22 and 23, 2009. He will be here for Marching Band
on the Tuesday night, Sept 22, and all day on Sept 23 in
classes. Last year you may remember our visit from Sam Hazo.
That was so successful that we have planned a similar
experience this coming year with Brian Balmages.

Read more about Mr. Balmages at
http://www.brianbalmages.com/biography.htm

http://www.brianbalmages.com/index1.htm

Smart Music Is Here! ((1
smart

As some students from Lakeview Junior High are already aware, Smart Music will be part of our
band experience this coming year and is already up and running for marching band this
summer. Interested concert band students will be able to access the software through their
classes this coming September and marching band students are already enrolling and
practicing their music now. Lots of wonderful technique exercises are available, and a tuner
and band music will also be a part of this new software that helps you hear your part along with
the rest of the band. Check it out at www.smartmusic.com
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;BANP, BEFORE WE LEAVE :,I

FOR BAND CAMP, 1'D LIKE
TO GO OVER SOME
RULES.

FIRST, NO ALCCHOL OR
PRUGS. PLEASE RESPECT
ALl CURFEWS...

AND DUE TO THE
*SUGAR” INCIDENT

FROM BAND CAMP, NO
OF LAST YEAR...

PIXIE STICKS ARE BANNED
GQUESTIONS ASKED.
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http://www.talesfrombandcamp.com/




Please mark your calendars for Wednesday evening,
Florida Trip Meeting September 23rd at 7 pm in the South High Auditorium. This
will be the official registration (forms and final itinerary)
meeting for our upcoming Spring Break trip to Orlando,
Florida this coming Spring 2010. All interested students and
at least one parent must attend this meeting. A payment
coupon book will also be distributed. Those students and
families who have already sent in your intent form and
deposit are of course required to attend. Any other interested
students and families may also attend this meeting and sign-
up for the first time as well. The trip is open to all band
students in any of our concert bands, percussion class, jazz
bands, marching band and color guard. The group traveling
will be performing as one of two concert bands, jazz band
and the marching band will perform in a parade in Disney
Wednesday, September 23 World. Please consider spending your spring break with your

friends this year with us and the band.

’A‘ Florida*U.S.A.

Marching Band Fees and Forms
Final Deadline: Monday, August 10th

| have spoken to (and emailed) many Marching Band parents in the last few weeks. Thanks to
all who have submitted the paperwork that | requested. All students must have their Marching
Band Contract and Medical Information Form (with an insurance card copy) completed and
signed before Band Camp. Also, all Marching Band fees must be up to date. Students that
have outstanding Marching Band fees or are missing any forms will not be allowed to attend
Band Camp. If you have questions about forms or payments, please contact me as soon as
possible at aleneackerman@comcast.net. | will be happy to help you.

All forms and payments can be placed in the band mailbox or mailed to:
Craig Roselieb, Band Director

Downers Grove South High School

1436 Norfolk

Downers Grove, IL 60516-2600

Final payment/Fundraising Expectati on: In order to create a budget for the Marching
Mustang program that will include equipment, extra staff member salaries, a custom drill
package and musical arrangements, etc. Each member will be expected to raise an additional
$100 through fund raising activities (or a 5" payment of $100). Fund raising activities are
available throughout the year and include opportunities such as Market Day, Plant Sale, candy
bar sale, etc. This must be completed by October 5", 2008, and will be deducted from student
accounts. Payment may be substituted in lieu of fund raising.




EXPANDING THE BOUNDARIES...........
by Glenn Williams

A personal, fundamental belief of mine in teaching is that we
must constantly work to expand the boundaries of the
classroom. Generally, that means either leaving the classroom
(group travel) or bringing someone into the classroom
(clinicians/guest conductors.) In my personal observations, the
spark of excitement that can happen for students in either of
these two settings usually is more than worth the time, energy
and money it takes to make these things happen. That is why
we all pursue this boundary expansion with such fervor.

An epiphany for me this summer was the impact this expansion
has on me personally as a musician and as a teacher. | was
fortunate to teach at two summer camps in June and July
(Indiana University Summer Music Clinic and Blue Lake Fine
Arts Camp.) My experiences interacting with students and
Faculty from around the country at these camps revitalizes me personally, musically and
professionally. Specifically, here are three ways that these summer experiences expand my
boundaries:

1) Repertoire. | get to see/hear/experience cutting edge music that | don’t normally get to
experience. When | hear music, | listen for pleasure, but, | also listen for curriculum. I'm
constantly asking “How can this piece be used with/for the students with whom | work?”
When | find new music that is outside of my normal repertoire sphere it causes me to
grow.

2) Working with students from around the country, and in some cases, from around the
world, it helps me to realize just how special are the student in District 99 with whom |
get to work. Put in clear terms, we’ve got really enthused student musicians who play
really well. I'm fortunate to interact with them on a daily basis. Teaching at national
summer camps reminds me of this fact.

3) Watching and listening to other great conductors and teachers work inspires me. | learn
best in an apprentice/master teacher scenario. When I'm able to watch other conductors
at work, I'm able to “borrow” instructional practices that will improve me as a teacher.
When | am able to hang with the jazz faculty at Blue Lake, | am able to learn so much
about how to grow as a jazz player, how to listen, how to teach, etc.

So, spending time in the summer teaching actually re-vitalizes me in many ways. | learn great
new music. | realize that the student musicians at Downers Grove South HS are special. |
learn and grow as a teacher through watching other teachers. My boundaries are expanding
through this investment.

As February of 2010 rolls around, come in and talk to me about summer camps and what they
can do for you. I'll be excited to share my experiences and enthusiasm for this simple way of
expanding the boundaries of the classroom.

GCW



WHEN:

WHERE:

WHAT:

WHO:

HOW:

JAZZ AUDITION UPDATE:

Mustang Bands
2009-2010 Jazz Audition -
INFORMATION SHEET
UPDATED Monday, August 3, 2009

Auditions take place during the first week of school. Here is a breakdown

of the rehearsal/audition plan:

Wednesday, August 26, 2009 — NO EARLY BIRD JAZZ

Thursday, August 27, 2009 — All players rehearse audition material

Friday, August 28, 2009 — All players rehearse audition material

Monday, August 31, 2009 — Trumpet Auditions

Tuesday, September 1, 2009 — Trombone Auditions

Wednesday, September 2, 2009 — LATE START — NO EARLY BIRD

Thursday, September 3, 2009 — Saxophone Auditions

Friday, September 4, 2009 — Everyone/balance sections hearing — Results
Posted

Friday, September 8, 2009 — First day of rehearsal in set bands

PLEASE NOTE: Rhythm section players come every day — your audition

will be based on how you play with the various sections and individuals.

DGS Band Room — Room B128

***IMEA Audition Tune For Gil by Tom Matta

***2 choruses of a Blues in F

***Sight Reading

Each player will prepare your part to the entire tune For Gile. A recording
is available on the Doug Beach/Kendor Music web site. You will be asked
to play only part of the piece for your audition, but you must be able to play
the entire piece. You will also be asked to improvise two choruses of F
blues, and two choruses of the tune For Gil.

Interested students will audition. Mr. Roselieb and Mr. Williams will hear
every student audition together and decide on the results after every
student has been heard. Audition results will be posted on Blackboard as
soon as every player has been heard — the target date for posting is Friday,
September 4, 2009.

Each player will play alone with a live rhythm section. Every player will be
in the room for each audition. In other words, every Saxophonist will play
alone with a rhythm section in front of all the saxophonists — same thing for
trumpets and trombones. Rhythm section players will be evaluated as they
play along with the horn players.




3 AUDITION TIP SHEET 2
&) &)
DGS Jazz Ensembles

August 2009

When improvising, utilize harmonies/scales other than a blues scale during your audition.
EVERYONE will use a blues scale. Using mixolydian/bebop scales will provide a ray or
harmonic/melodic sunshine to the adjudicator.

For the required piece, it is assumed that the notes and rhythms will be perfect. The things that
will distinguish you from the other players are the style and feel with which you play. Play
dynamics, shape phrases, use great articulation. Remember, “if it don’t have that swing, it don’t
mean a thing”.

Warm-up but don’t overplay — have your best chops for the audition.

The two most important things being evaluated are your SOUND and FEEL. Sound great and
feel great.

You have 5 minutes or less to convince the listener that you should be awarded this position.
What sort of things are you going to do to ensure your sonic success?

Listen. Listen to the rhythm section. Listen to those around you. Listen to FOR GIL. Listen to
Gil Evans recordings..........cocoevvvinnnen.

SIGHT READING:
Crossing the street. Look left. Look right. Look left again. Then cross.

Take as much time as you need. Make the auditioner tell you to proceed.
Always have three places is your brain: where you just were; where you are; where you are

going.
TIME is the most important element in reading. If you are technically deficient, read ahead.
Everyone makes mistakes. What makes you a professional is how you perform immediately

after the mistake. Play so great that the attention is drawn to the GREATNESS and not to the
mistake.



8™ Annual Music Bowl! - Saturday, October 17, 2009
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Coming to your
Friendly Neighborhood
Stadium.........

Saturday, October 17,
2009

Don’t miss it!
Mark your calendar
NOW.

In fact, better yet, be a
volunteer.

The Marching Mustangs and their families are excitedly looking
forward to the Marching Mustangs Music Bowl on Saturday,
October 17. The Music Bowl Committee continues to plan for this
year’s Music Bowl. We now have 10 bands confirmed and expect
more to apply. The Committee will continue meeting from August
through October to finalize our plans to make this year’'s Music Bowl
a huge success.

Volunteers Wanted! It is going to be a memorable day for all! But,
as with everything else, we need help from both adults and students
to ensure that Downers Grove South and its Marching Band are
shown to be the high caliber organizations we know them to be.

We have numerous opportunities to that help make this a grand
event, including working the ticket booths, concession stand,
parking, band movement, etc. The more volunteers we get the
better! If you missed the opportunity to sign-up for a volunteer
position at the Parent Social on June 11, there is still plenty of time
to find out how you can help.

Contact the Music Bowl 2009 Volunteer Co-Chairs,

Lynn Strantz (Exec-RecordSec@mustangbandboosters.com ) or
Kristen Meek (Gen-Merchandise@mustangbandboosters.com ),
and they can let you know what help is still needed and what each
volunteer position may entail. The possibilities include:

Parking Ticket Booth Concessions
Stadium Unit Movement Hospitality
RN/Paramedic Photography

Lynn and Kristen will also be available to answer questions and sign
up volunteers on Friday evening, August 21, at the Parents Picnic at
the end of Marching Band Camp.
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Music Bowl
Ads

Student
Accounts

Dollars for
Students

Wow! | can't believe it is August already. Time really flies when you're
having fun! Music Bowl is October 17th. It seems so far away, but it'll be
here before we know it. The ads for the Music Bowl Program book are
starting to come in. Don't forget to follow up on any ad forms that you
have handed out. (Remember to let me know what businesses you have
contacted.) There is still time to contact businesses! The deadline to get
ads in is September 11, 2009. Everyone is welcome to participate. This is
a great way to boost your student account as 10% of every ad you get is
credited to your account.

AD FORMS are available on the Band Booster web site and the
Communications Table in the Band Room. The next time you visit your
favorite place of business, give one to the manager and ask if they would
consider supporting the Marching Band by taking out an ad.

Thank you to all band members who have already turned in ads. Keep
them coming!

Send questions to Bowl-Program@Mustangbandboosters.com.

Are you a new band student at DGS? Are you wondering what a Student
Account is used for? You will soon see that your Student Account is the
best way to pay for band fees, band trips (Orlando 2010!), private lessons,
and music expenses of all kinds.

Here's how it works...

Any time you patrticipate in a fundraising activity, part of the profit earned
goes into your account. Participation in a band fundraiser such as Market
Day or Candy Sales will automatically open an account for you. With the
Fundraising Expectation of $100 coming due in October, you have no time
to lose! Start earning that $100 so it doesn't have to come out of mom or
dad's bank account!

You can check your Student Account balance on the web at
www.mustangbandboosters.com

and also on the bulletin board in the band room hallway. Your account
number is your student ID# at DGS. Any time you wish to deduct money
from your account to pay for a music-related expense, just fill out a
Student Account Refund Request Form (also available on the web and
near the band room), drop it in the band room mailbox, and your request
will be processed.

If you have any questions, please direct them to:
Laura Sorce

Secretary of Student Accounts
Exec-StudentAccts@mustangbandboosters.com




Saturday, September 12th

v
' Markgt Dﬂy Pick Up: 9:30 — 10:30 am

, . DGS Cafetorium
A fundroiser like no other

As many of the band families know summer Market Day profits all go to the band program. We
share Market Day with multi needs during the school year. | hate to bring this up since we’re all
still enjoying our summer break, but | wanted to let everyone know the band / multi needs
Market Day dates for the 2009-2010 school year. Band and multi needs share dates and then
the months | don't list are for the individual classes.

Sept. 12, 2009 Nov. 7, 2009 Dec. 5, 2009

Feb. 20, 2010 April 17, 2010 June 12, 2010

Pick up is 9:30 to 10:30. We will always need volunteers to help unpack, sort and fill orders. |
really appreciate all of the help that comes on these Saturday mornings, we usually have a
good group and everything goes quickly and smoothly. It's a great way to meet band parents.
It's also a good way for band students to get volunteer time if they need to apply for any band
scholarships for lessons or camps during the school year. Watch for my email reminders so
you will have a heads up on sales and promotions each month. Thanks for your time!
Tracy Danko
Market Day chair

Uniform Fittings to be Held Soon!

Uniforms for the instrument-playing members of the Marching Mustangs have been cleaned
and are ready for a fun, successful season! We will be pulling students out of band practices
throughout early August for their uniform fittings. As we had to let hems down for dry cleaning,
some uniform pants may be sent home with your student for hand-stitched hemming.

Returning Marching Band Students: Please locate, dust off and try on your marching shoes to
make sure they still fit and are in competition-ready shape! If new shoes are needed, they can
be ordered during your fitting. New marching band students who did not participate in the
Memorial Day parade will also need to order shoes during their fittings. The cost of marching
shoes is $35 and can be paid via check made payable to the Mustang Band Boosters.
Payment can either be given to one of the uniform moms during fittings or placed in the band
mailbox, located in the band room across from the Directors' office. Please indicate on the
memo portion of the check that it is payment for marching shoes.

Please note that any marching band students who ordered shoes for use in the Memorial Day
parade who have not yet paid for them need to do so as soon as possible!

Thank you and best wishes for a great season! If you have questions, please don't hesitate to
give us a call or email us at exec-uniforms@mustangbandboosters.com.

Your Uniform Moms: Mrs. Kirkpatrick ( 630-964-8242) and Mrs. Vanderjack (630-963-0123)
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It's Time for Football & Marching Band Half-Time Sh  ows

It's hard to believe we are talking about football already, but the season is fast approaching.
We are looking for volunteers for this year’s Football Tent. The Band Boosters have a tent on
the southwest side of the football field at all home games. Come help us sell water, pop, and
candy. Please consider volunteering for

an hour or two during a game. Itis a

great way to meet other Band parents!

Dates of this year’s football games:
August 28 — vs. Bolingbrook
September 18 — Crosstown Classic
October 2- Homecoming

October 9 — vs. Hinsdale South
October 23- vs. Morton

If you would like to volunteer or would like

more information, please feel free to

contact the Football Tent Chairs (Rita &

Chuck Bair and Quentin & Melissa

Maguire) at:
Gen-FootballTent@MustangBandBoosters.com.

Friday, August 14, 2009
Our next restaurant fundraiser will be held on Friday, August 14, 2009, at Steak 'n Shake, 2017
West 75th Street in Darien. 10% of your sales will benefit the DGS Marching Mustangs. Be
sure to invite your family, friends and neighbors. All band families are welcome. What a great
opportunity to share vacation memories with your friends before band camp! Remember to
bring your voucher form with you.



So Band Camp starts in a couple of weeks, and then comes school and
the marching season. Wondering what to do on Saturdays when your
student goes off to Competition? Tired of waiting for them to phone you at
night with the Competition Results? Find yourself feeling you wish you
were there?

Well, have we got a deal for you. For just five weekends this fall, plus a
few home football games, we have a limited number of spaces available
for a truly unique experience. You, yes you, could find yourself among the
Few, the Proud, the Band Chaperones & Pit Crew .

Each year the Marching Mustangs go off to competitions, accompanied by a
fearless group of parents who provide “logistical support”. At Home Games,
Booster Parents are needed to help move the props and Pit Equipment
(marimbas, gongs, etc.) on and off the football field. For Competitions, the
Booster Parents also serve as Chaperones to watch over the band on the bus,
and at the Hotel for the Minnesota Trip.

This year’s field show, “Dimensions ", will include the use of additional props and
equipment. The need for Parent Support will be even greater than usual to help
the band move everything on & off the field in the time allotted.

Why be part of the Team, you ask? Well, the job ha s its perks:

Nothing like sitting on a Yellow School Bus to relive the "good old days".

The Morton High School Band Boosters make some really great burgers.

Kids "double up" on the bus, but the chaperones get a full seat to themselves (sometimes).
Anyone can hear the closer played, but only the Chaperones get to hear it SUNG!

Ride the same bus as your son or daughter -- it bugs 'em more than grounding them!

On the Minnesota Trip, the seats are really comfy, and Chaperones run the videos.

At the hotel, we don't just tuck our kids in bed at night — we TAPE THEM IN!

We're the Roadies for the Marching Mustangs!

And now here's the Real Story:

Chaperones get to be part of the pit crew -- NOTHING beats seeing the band perform at field
level!

Think of 100+ energetic high school teens all in the same place. Scary? Now forget that
thought, and just watch them perform as one, with class, precision, and grace.

The emotions after a competition performance? Elation, Exhaustion, Exhilaration.

And that's just the Chaperones. How can these kids be so calm?!?

And then when they make finals, we get to go through it all over again!

In short, our Marching Mustangs are a remarkable group of dedicated young adults. From
Band Camp in August through ISU in October, they accomplish so much in such a short time.
But the band can't travel to competitions without the Chaperones. And they need help moving
props & equipment so they can focus on their performance. So get on the bus. Spend a




Saturday this fall with your son or daughter and their band-mates; watch them learn, watch
them grow, and you’ll see them at their very best.

Want to know more? Look for our Booster Coordinators, Wally Olewinski (Volunteers), Mike
Klimczak & Glenn Clark (Chaperones), or any of the veteran parents at the Friday Night Picnic
at Band Camp on August 21st. Or email us at:
Exec-Vounteers@MustangBandBoosters.com (Wally Olewinski), or
Gen-Chaperone@MustangBandBoosters.com (Mike Klimczak & Glenn Clark)

Did we mention, the headwear is included?

TarLes From Banp C amp http:liwww . dawg toon s.comitalesfrombandcamp
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