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Grand Champions!

Congratulations to the Marching Mustangs for a superb performance of “Portrait of Chicago”
at the Wheaton Falcon Band Festival on October 2, 2004!  They confidently took the field on
this chilly night and took charge of this contest; proving what we all know – that they ARE
the best  band in the land!  They took all the caption awards as well as the coveted
GRAND CHAMPION title!  The culmination of our students’ hard work and talent was

evident in their enthusiastic show Saturday night and we are so proud of your achievement!
Many thanks goes out to the staff for their dedication to this program. Their commitment to
the continued growth of the marching band is taking us to new levels.



Greetings from the Office of the Band Directors!

It’s been a very productive and rewarding year so far. All of the
concert bands are busy preparing for their first concerts, which are
coming up on November 4 & 23. Hopefully you’ve been hearing the
practicing of band music at home! To help with this process, we’re
taking advantage of a new on-line resource called Blackboard, where
we’ve posted recordings of several of our concert band selections.
Log on, listen, and practice with the recording!

The countdown is underway for our trip to London over the winter
holiday. Thank you to all of the parents and students who helped us
welcome Roger Bramble, the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Greater
London and Robert Bone, the Executive Director of the New Year’s                                 The Directors with Roger Bramble

Day Parade to our village hall. We had a wonderful time visiting with
 them and hearing them speak. If you weren’t able to come, check out  the replay on our local cable access station!

Finally, a tremendous THANK YOU to all of the parents of our music students for your time, resources, and positive
support...from the very successful Music Bowl to the army of parents that arrived to help dry off our percussion
equipment after performing in the rain at the Crosstown Classic. We are blessed by how much you care for the band
program and the impact that it has on the students’ education.
Wishing you a happy fall season,

Mark McCormick

MARCHING MUSTANGS SEASON OFF TO A GREAT START

As of this writing, the Marching Mustangs have completed five of their seven contests for the 2004 season.  It has been
a great year for our students.
The band began the season in September with performances at Lake Park and at our own DGS Music Bowl.  The band
made huge strides between each of these shows.  After the Bowl, the staff had the opportunity to meet with the judges
where they were very complimentary of the show and the performance.  Pat Seidling, director of thePhantom Regiment
Drum and Bugle Corps, was especially impressed with “Portraits of Chicago” indicating that the show concept was
solid and he offered some very helpful suggestions for improvement. On October 2nd, the Marching Mustangs had a
double-header with the Chicagoland Marching Band Invitation at Wheeling High School followed by the Wheaton
North Falcon Tournament. While the band performed well at Wheeling, they truly rose to the occasion later that night
at Wheaton North.  Here, the band competed in Class AAA where they not only won first place, but won all of the
caption awards as well including Best Music, Best Visual, Best Color Guard and Best Percussion. And if all of this
were not enough, they were crowned Grand Champion of the contest as we had the highest score of all band, regardless
of class.  This past week, the Marching Mustangs were at the State Marching Band Competition at ISU.  43 bands from
throughout Illinois participated in this event and the DGS Mustangs received 11th Place.  In addition, the band missed
getting into finals by on ½ point. This is the closest the Marching Mustangs have come to finals in many years. This
week the band travels to Lincoln-Way Central High School in Frankfort, IL and will be performing at 8:30 PM. The
following week the band takes the field in the Indianapolis RCA Dome as part of the Bands of America Regional
Championship. This will be the bands third performance at the RCA Dome.  The band will be leaving on Friday
afternoon, and will be performing at 3:30 PM on Saturday.  We encourage all of our fans to come to these 2 final
competitions to support the Marching Mustangs.  It has been a very successful season and we look forward to our final
contests.  Congratulations to the members, leaders and staff of the Mustang Band.
~ Ron Hornish



A Note from the President…
Dear Mustang Band Families,

Congratulations to our Marching Mustangs who were the “Grand Champions” at
the Wheaton North Tournament Oct. 2nd and also received awards for Color
Guard, Percussion, Visual and Music.  Good luck at BOA!

The marching season is quickly coming to a close as everyone looks forward to
the BOA Regional Competition in Indianapolis at the end of October, not to
mention our Fall Banquet November 3rd, where we will celebrate all of the
Marching Mustangs accomplishments.  Please make sure you have the BOA trip
permission forms signed & notarized and have the Saturday BOA dinner order
and Fall Banquet form and all payments turned in ASAP.

I personally want to thank all of our volunteers who have helped with the
numerous areas necessary to make our program successful.  I am so thankful to
all who helped with pre-camp, uniforms, rehearsals, parades, band camp,
equipment, merchandise, dinners, football games, water, competitions, trips,
chaperones, photos, video, communications, record keeping, money collecting,
notarization, banquet, our booster board and all our Marching Mustang
fundraisers.  Thanks also go to our directors and staff who work so hard with our
Marching Mustangs throughout the entire season.

Please stay connected with us and up to date  by reading emails, checking our
email archives online to see if you’re getting everything, browsing our websites
and attending our booster meetings, all are welcome!  Our next booster meeting
is Monday November 1st at 7:30pm in room D180 at DGS.

It’s also time to start thinking about who will be taking on leadership roles for our
Mustang Band Boosters in the next membership year.  Our nominating
committee will begin their work after they are appointed at the January Board
Meeting.  You can make their job easier by making it known to any of our current
officers that you are interested and willing to take on a position as either an
officer or committee chair.  We really need you!  The more parents we can get
involved in our organization, the healthier it will be and the more we can offer to
our students!  Please consider sharing your time and talents with our Mustang
Band Boosters.  For more information about how you can serve, please contact
me at E-President@MustangBandBoosters.com or 964-0238.  I would be more
than happy to discuss all of the possibilities with you!

Sincerely,
Sandy Liedtke



Marching Mustangs Fall Competition Season 2004

Lake Park Lancer Joust  - September 18, 2004

13th Place Overall – Score 52.7

Color Guard – 3rd Place Overall 

Marching Mustang Music Bowl   -  September 25, 2004

Performance was in exhibition - If classified by score the band would have achieved

8th Place Overall – Score 65.2

             Percussion – 4th Overall

               Drum Majors – 4th Overall

Chicagoland Marching Band Festival    -  October 2, 2004

10th Place Class AAA – Score 58.55

Wheaton North Falcon Band Tournament  - October 2, 2004

Grand Champions – Score 78.75

1st Place Class AAA – highest score of all 11 bands

High Percussion Award Class AAA – highest score of all 11  bands

High Visual Performance Award Class AAA – highest score of all 11 bands

High Music Performance Award Class AAA – highest score of all 11 bands

High Color Guard Award Class AAA – highest score of all 11 bands

Illinois State Univ. Marching Band Championship October 16, 2004

11th place overall - Score 68.9

This score was the 11th highest score of all 43 bands that attended the contest.  It was
also 5/10ths of 1 point away from the last score accepted into the finals performance. 
Had they taken one more band, it would have been DGS.



FINAL 2004 JEWEL SHOP & SHARE FUNDRAISER IN NOVEMBER

Thanks to all those who helped us out with our special London trip fundraiser in August
and September.  The August rebate came in just under $ 300 – I hope you helped us do
even better in September.  Remember, all you need is a slip signed turned in with your
grocery shopping at Jewel on one or more of the following dates: Monday, November 15,
Tuesday, November 16 and Wednesday, November 17.  Just in time for Turkey Day
shopping!!  It’s that simple! Additional Shop & Share slips are available from
www.mustangbandboosters.com.  Copy and distribute as many as you can to friends and
neighbors - we hear London is expensive!!

DGS LETTER JACKETS

Don’t forget to mention your affiliation with the DGS Mustang Band Boosters if you
purchase a letter jacket from Louis’ Tailor, located at 748 Ogden Avenue, Downers
Grove.  He donates $ 10 per jacket back to the Band Boosters.  Show your school spirit!

MERCHANDISE SAMPLE SALE!!

Come check out the Merchandise Tent at our last Home football game, Friday, October
22rd for an end-of-the-season closeout on merchandise samples!!  Better to store in your
closet than ours! All items remaining in our inventory will be offered at discounted
prices.  Check out the possible items, available in limited sizes, at
http://www.shop.mustangbandboosters.com/



Those wonderful cheesecakes made by Gourmet Delight Inc. are back again this year. Starting

November 8th, order forms will be available in the band room on the communication table and

(hopefully) on line at the Mustang Band Booster website.

      We will be sampling various varieties of the cheesecakes at the two Band Concerts, Nov.

4th & 23rd. Be sure to stop by and try some. Your taste buds will love you! Mocha Latte is the

new flavor to sample this year!,

    Gourmet Cheesecakes come in 16 delicious varieties. There is even a variety cheesecake for

those of you who can’t decide or just want a little bit of each. Each cheesecake weighs

approximately 4 lbs. (that’s a lot of cheesecake!), and comes precut into 14 slices.   You can even

refreeze the leftover slices (if there are any!).

      Don’t forget that Gourmet Cheesecakes make great gifts. Add a colorful cellophane wrap and

a bow and you’ve got a wonderful gift. Order some extras to keep on hand for hostess gifts,

teacher’s gifts, little something for the neighbor gifts, and more.

    Gourmet Cheesecakes will retain their quality and freshness for 6 months when stored in your

freezer, so  think ahead to future holidays, New Year’s, Valentine’s Day, and even Easter. Keep

an extra cheesecake in your freezer for unexpected company.

    In order to get the cheesecakes to you by early December, the cheesecake order forms should

be turned in WITH PAYMENT on NOV. 23rd.  Add-ons will be accepted thru NOV. 30th. (This

will give you the chance to ask friends and relatives over the Thanksgiving holidays if they would

like to order any cheesecakes.)

All  checks  should be made out to “MARCHING BAND BOOSTERS”. Pick-up date for the

cheesecakes is Dec. 6th, from 6:30 to 7:30 in the student cafeteria. Mark your calendars NOW!

Hope to see you there!

 *************************************************************
I am looking for 3-4 volunteers to help sample the cheesecakes at the band concerts and 5-6
volunteers to help with the delivery and pick-up of the cheesecakes.
Please e-mail me at bowlads@comcast.net if you are interested. Thanks!

*************************************************************

MARKET DAY
November 3rd Market Day orders due by noon online at

www.marketday.com

November 6th Market Day pickup 9:30 am

If you have any questions, call Kris Blackwell  985-1581.



MUSTANG BANDS KEEPSAKE ORNAMENTS –PRE-SEASON PRICED

For the first time, commemorate your band experiences in a keepsake
holiday ornament.  These are 3” gold-plated brass with our Mustang Bands
logo.  The back can be personalized by you to celebrate your graduation
year, London trip, your Marching Band season – Portraits of Chicago, or
your favorite musical instrument.  No limit to your imagination—you
could even attach a picture.  Buy one for you, one for your student, one for
the grandparents.  Decorate a whole tree! Only $ 6 if purchased before

November 1
st
.  They’ll be priced at $ 7 if you wait until the fall concerts.

Beat the rush, buy yours now! Order form available at
http://www.shop.mustangbandboosters.com/  and in your Curriculum
night papers. Come check them out at the Merchandise Tent at home football games – available
now!  Thank you for your support!

SCHOOLSHARE PROFIT-SHARING WITH BAND BOOSTERS

Before you do your Internet shopping, be sure to review the merchants available for online
shopping through SchoolShare, a Market Day partner.  In your curriculum  night papers, and on
their website, www.schoolshare.com, there is a listing of current merchants and their % rebate
that comes directly to Downers Grove South Band Boosters when you stop at SchoolShare.com
first, when on your way to the merchant sites for shopping. Once you have a Market Day or
SchoolShare password and you are registered for the rebates to go to DGS,  that’s all there is to it.
You shop at the merchant website just as if you had entered it directly.  Nothing for you to track,
it’s all automatic and rebated back to the Mustang Band Boosters. Nothing additional to buy, sell
or bug your friends and family.  P.S.  Be sure to share this little secret with co-workers,
grandmas, grandpas, aunts and uncles.  They can help too! We don’t split these rebates with any
other DGS student organization – they all come in to support our Mustang Band Programs.

BAND BOOSTER MEMBERSHIP - STATIC WINDOW CLINGS

If your car isn’t sporting a static window cling showing your Mustang Band Boosters
support, then be sure to stop by the merchandise table at the Fall Concerts and pick yours
up! All current Band Boosters members are printed in the concert programs and also
receive a free window cling with a paid family membership. Thanks for your continued
support! Not sure of your status?  Check with Mrs. Warmoth at
E-Membership@MustangBandBoosters.com.



Boosters Video Crew
This has been a very busy fall for the Boosters Video Crew.  The entire Music Bowl was
recorded and has been partially edited.  Great bands, great kids, great music and lots of
editing to do.  In addition, competitions and practices have been added to the mix.
Music Bowl was filmed by four cameras for the first half and three the second half. The
result will be a one of a kind memento of the day. Beyond the filming normally done at
competitions, we experimented with a back camera. A unique view from the other side of
the field and it added some terrific video and sound not normally captured.  Four of the
bands are presently online at www.mustangbandimages.com and more will be added
shortly.

We have also filmed football games, competitions and practices.  A lot of the first edits
are also online a mustangbandimages and more are added as available.  Visitors to the
web site have downloaded in excess of 3500 movies and a lot of pictures – 20,000+. The
photographers at music bowl produced over 1000 pictures, all of which are on the web
site.
This year we are once again offering Mustang Band Performance videos for you to own.
A new order form should be posted at both the Mustang Band Booster site
www.mustangbandboosters.com and at the video site www.mustangbandimages.com .
Offerings include videos of the Marching Band Season, the Music Bowl, and the Jazz
Café – each priced at $20.00.  These will be in a similar format as last year and will
include two disk full of memories.  In addition we will be preparing and offering special
videos of the London Trip and the indoor percussion group at a price of $10.00.
The London Trip video will include the Chicago Thanksgiving parade, video of the
London parade if we are able to get it from chaperones with the band or from the BBC
broadcast, and lots of pictures.  I am encouraging everyone going to take video, take
pictures, and share the memories with everyone on the trip and those who stayed at home.
After you return I will take copies of your pictures and videos, return the originals and
include them in a compilation available to everyone.  This video is being offered at cost
because we have all paid enough for the trip.  Share your memories – Contact me for
information on how to help.
The indoor percussion video will be similar to last year’s.  It was a hit at Heritage Fest
and a few members were even asked for autographs.  This one is shorter than the regular
Marching Band season but still a great addition to your video collection.
Finally, if you have any questions, comments, or problems with the mustang band images
web site send me an email at mlegel@mustangbandimages.com.  I am working on getting
better quality videos available for dial up modems.

Another Important Thank You!

The 3rd Annual Marching Mustang Music Bowl and Michael David Samel Spirit of
Music Foundation Bike and Hike for Mike Fundraiser was extremely successful this year
thanks to all parents and students who helped make it so.  Because of this success, the
decision was made to completely pay off the entire bill for the $40,000 percussion
purchase that was made this summer.  No leases will be made, and our account is in the
black!!  Special thanks to Deb Massa and her bowl committee, and to Mark and Pat
Samel for their generous contribution of over $10,000 towards this purchase.



London Trip Update – Important Cost Adjustment

Thanks to all who attended the meeting on October 7, at the village hall in Downers
Grove.  It was nice to see such support of a civic function that honors our band program
and it’s students!  Another very important meeting is coming up Monday, November 8,
2004 at 7:30 pm in the South High Cafetorium.  All students traveling to London and
their parent(s) are required to attend.  At this meeting we will be presenting official
district paperwork and notarizing signatures.

The official cost of the trip has been set at $2,005.00 per person.  The additional cost
above the $1,900 that was proposed is a direct result of the negative movement of the
American dollar away from the British pound, and an extra $10 per person has been
added to cover the cost of uniform cleaning and overseas paperwork/billing handling.
The final payment, due Oct 15, should have been $380 per person, instead of $275.  If
you have already made your final payment, another $105 is due immediately. Please send
those extra payments to Nancy Warmoth - 3rd Vice President – Band Boosters, 1713
Alamance Place Downers Grove, IL  60516, or place them in the band mailbox ASAP!

Congratulations to the following Mustang Band students  who have been awarded a $500
scholarship from the Michael David Samel Spirit of Music Foundation.  This scholarship
will help support the cost of the Band’s upcoming trip to London, England as they
participate in the New Year’s Day Parade.

From Concert Band I – Katie Legel

From Concert Band II – Kristen Rooney

From Symphonic Band – Theresa Soijka

From Wind Symphony – Stephanie Miller

From Wind Ensemble – Megan Bartlett and Justin Kono

Each of the other 8 applicants has been awarded a $100 scholarship as well.

Jordan Anderson
Alex Kopytko
Ben Sorce
Becky Legel
Amy Soijka
Brian Sitkawitz
Amy O’Dell
Lydia Wilson

Special thanks to Mark and Pat Samel for their generous contribution to our band
program in this manner.  The Samel family has increased the scholarship money amount
from $2,500 to $3,800 to accommodate all of the applicants.



IMEA District Band and Jazz Selectees

Congratulations to the following students for their hard work on the audition for the
IMEA District Concert and Jazz Festivals.  These students have earned a spot in the
District 1 Band, Orchestra and Jazz Bands and they can look forward to the Jazz Festival
on November 13, 2004 at Lincoln-Way Central High School, and the Concert Festival on
November 20, 2004 at Oak Park River Forest High School.  Congratulations to all
students who tried out as well.  Your hard work and dedication is appreciated by all!

Band (12 students between band and orchestra is a new DGS record for district festivals!)

Jeff Johnson Alto Saxophone
Megan Bartlett Baritone Saxophone
Sydney Kelly Euphonium
Dan Mueller Euphonium
Sarah Cermak Flute
Mike Block Tenor Saxophone
Chris Gregory Trumpet
John Barna Tuba

Jazz (DGS has the highest number of students selected than any other school in our
district!!!)

Michael Knepper Alto Saxophone Jazz I
Adam Vollrath Tenor Trombone Jazz I
Casey Conger Trumpet Jazz I
Jeff Johnson Alto Saxophone Jazz II
Smith Powell Bass Jazz II
Brandon Bowkowski Bass Trombone Jazz II
Luke Johnson Guitar Jazz II
Brian Saunders Tenor Saxophone Jazz II
John Sheppard Tenor Trombone Jazz II
Ben Sorce Tenor Trombone Jazz II
Jordan Anderson Trumpet Jazz II
Nate VanAsselt Trumpet Jazz III
Megan Bartlett Baritone Saxophone Jazz IV
Patrick Klacza Tenor Saxophone Jazz IV
Joel Bennett Tenor Trombone Jazz IV

Orchestra

Smith Powell Bass
Sara Fruehe Bassoon
Nadia Kind Bassoon
Casey Conger Trumpet



Music Bowl Success! Thanks to you...

A letter from the Music Bowl Chairperson - Deb Massa:

The Third Annual Marching Bowl is now history, and can be declared an outstanding success! The success
of the Bowl depended on so many people, the chairpersons who have worked for months, ironing out
details, contacting people, twisting arms, and many other details necessary to host a successful show. The
most important thank you's go to our 200 plus volunteers who gave up their day, most of them never saw a
band perform, and the music was a background noise.
I also want to thank our outstanding band students. When we arrived at the field, the morning daylight
shined on the huge mess leftover from the football game the night before. Our students without a complaint
picked up bags and gloves and cleaned the grounds for us, we could have never gotten it done alone. Thank
you to them, and to the parents who patiently waited for them. I apologize for keeping them late, and I hope
you understand. These same students came back at different times of the day and worked various duties.
Then they gave us a performance that was outstanding. You guys ROCK!
I would like to share a few compliments that I have received from band directors and their staff: "Your
volunteers were unfailingly courteous and knowledgeable," The courtesy from the staff, workers, students,
parents were very organized and helpful."

A special thank you to the chairs of the event: Barbara Schmitt, Greg &
Mary Carbon, Tracy Danko, Joanne Djuric, John & Lyn Barna, John
Anderson, Sandy Liedtke, Monika Cunningham, Brian & Terri Griffin, Kim
Bokowski, Kelly Mueller, Constance Markham and Terry Kopytko. Thank
you for your months of hard work!
I am very proud to be part of an organization where I have met so many
wonderful people, and have had the opportunity to get to know such great
kids.                 

Parents, please come to Indianapolis to support our Marching Mustangs as they compete at
Bands of America (BOA) regional competition in the RCA Dome in downtown Indianapolis, IN on
the 30th of October.  This is our largest and toughest competition of the season.  We will compete
against bands from up to 7 different states.  The performances are amazing.  We see how far we
have come, where we want to get to, and take our marching to the next level. 
The band will be staying and rehearsing on the east side of Indianapolis just off of loop 465.  This
year the band will be staying at the Courtyard by Marriott Indianapolis Castleton.  If you wish to
join us, rooms have been set aside for DGS families.  Please contact Constance Markham or the
hotel and request the Downers Grove South H. S. room rate.  Our room rate of $99.00 per night
includes up to 4 people per room and a Full breakfast for each guest. All families staying at the
Courtyard Marriott will check in and pay on your own, independent of the band.  I am putting
together a small Indianapolis information packet. The packet will include the names of some
restaurants, etc., for dinner on Saturday night.  If you would like one, please let me know. 

        Constance Markham        G-FallBanquet@MustangBandBoosters.com

        Courtyard by Marriott Indianapolis Castleton    www.marriott.com/INDCS
        8670 Allisonville Road
        Indianapolis, IN     46250        (317)576-9559

        Lawrence North High School           http://www.lawrencenorth@msdlt.k12.in.us/
        7802 Hague Road
        Indianapolis, IN     46256     (317)849-9455



Check the website frequently  for updates to the calendar!www.mustangbandboosters.com

Downers Grove South Mustang Bands Calendar    2004-2005
Newly updated items are underlined

October

22 F DGS Football Game – Willowbrook – 5:00 report in uniform
23 S Fund Raising Expectations - $100 Due
23 S Marching Mustangs @ Lincoln-Way Central Field Show Competition - TBA
25 M Marching Mustangs Rehearsal 6-9 pm
26 T Fall Choir Concert
28 Th Marching Mustangs Rehearsal 6-9 pm
29-31 F – S Marching Mustangs @ BOA Regional Championship in Indianapolis

November

1 M Mustang Band Boosters Meeting 7:30 pm, Room D180
2 T London Trip Marching Band Rehearsal 6:30-9pm
3 W Marching Mustangs Awards Banquet – Marriot Oak Brook TBA
3 W        Market Day Orders Due by Noon Online at www.marketday.com
4 Th        WE/WS Concert – 7:30 pm Auditorium
6 S         Market Day Pick-up 9:30am
5-6 F-S TBA Football Playoffs
8 M London Trip Final Parent Meeting – Process Paperwork (passports due)
9 T          London Trip Marching Band Rehearsal 6:30-9pm
11 Th No School – Veteran’s Day
11 Th London Trip Marching Band Rehearsal 6:30-9pm
12-13 TBA Football Playoffs
13 S IMEA District 1 Jazz Festival @ Lincoln-Way Central HS – 3pm concert
15-17 Jewel Shop & Share Days-London Trip Fundraiser
16 T London Trip Marching Band Rehearsal 6:30-9pm
18 Th London Trip Marching Band Rehearsal 6:30-9pm
19-20    TBA Football Playoffs
20 S IMEA District 1 Festival @ Oak Park/River Forest HS – 4 pm concert
23 T SB/CB I & II Concert 7:30 pm Auditorium
24 W      London Trip Marching Band Rehearsal 6:30-9pm
25-26    No School - Thanksgiving
*25 Th Marching Mustangs @ Chicago Thanksgiving Day Parade – TBA morning
27 S TBA Football Playoffs
*28 Su Marching Mustangs @ Downers Grove Santa Parade 12 noon – 2 pm
30 T        London Trip Wind & Jazz Ensemble Rehearsal 6:30-9pm

*Parades include all Fall Marching Mustang Members and all London Trip Participants


